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COUNCIL 
 

Wednesday, 6th April, 2016 
 

Present:- 
 

The Mayor 

 
Councillors J Barr 

P Barr 
Bellamy 
Bexton 
Borrell 
Brady 
Brown 
Brunt 
Burrows 
Callan 
Catt 
Caulfield 
Davenport 
Derbyshire 
Dickinson 
Dyke 
Elliott 
Flood 
P Gilby 
 

Councillors T Gilby 
Hill 
Hitchin 
Hollingworth 
Huckle 
P Innes 
Ludlow 
Miles 
A Murphy 
T Murphy 
Niblock 
Parsons 
Perkins 
Rayner 
Sarvent 
Serjeant 
Simmons 
Slack 

 
99  

  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies were received from Concillors Bagley, Blank, Brittain, A Diouf, 
V Diouf, J Innes, Redihough and Wall.  
 

100  
  

DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS' AND OFFICERS' INTERESTS 
RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  
 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 

101  
  

PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO THE COUNCIL  
 
Under Standing Order No.12 Mr Max Kerley asked the following question. 
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“If Chesterfield Borough Council becomes a full member of the Sheffield 
City Region and if the elected mayor of the North Midlands Region is 
given the powers currently exercised by the Derbyshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner, then how will Chesterfield Borough Council deal with the 
disenfranchisement of the Chesterfield electorate?” 
 
The Leader provided a verbal response to the question as well as to Mr 
Kerley’s supplementary question. 
 
 

102  
  

PETITIONS TO COUNCIL  
 
No petitions had been received. 
 

103  
  

QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER  
 
There were no questions. 
 

104  
  

MEMBERSHIP OF COMBINED AUTHORITIES AND RATIFICATION 
OF THE SHEFFIELD CITY REGION DEVOLUTION DEAL  
 
It was moved by the Mayor, seconded by the Deputy Mayor and resolved 
that, under Standing Order No. 22 (e), Standing Order No. 23.4 be 
suspended for agenda item 6 “Membership of Combined Authorities and 
ratification of the Sheffield City Region Devolution Deal”, and that the 
mover of the report and the Deputy Leader of the Minority Group be 
allowed to speak for more than five minutes on this item.  
 
The Chief Executive submitted a report asking members to consider 
afresh options for the council’s membership of existing and proposed 
combined authorities, and the respective benefits of the different options 
for the communities of Chesterfield. 
 
Members had previously considered options for the council’s membership 
of existing and proposed combined authorities at the meeting of Council 
held on 3 March, 2016 and had resolved to ratify the October 2015 
Sheffield City Region Devolution Deal, to apply to be a full constituent 
member of the Sheffield City Region Combined Authority and to apply to 
be a non-constituent member of a North Midlands Combined Authority, if 
formed. 
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Since making the decision on 3 March, Derbyshire County Council had 
formally alleged that the council had failed to comply with its Public Sector 
Equality Duty and to keep an open mind with respect to its duty to consult 
the public under the combined authority legislation. A formal response 
had been sent to the County Council, however, in light of the allegations 
made, members were asked to consider afresh the options for the 
council’s membership of existing and proposed combined authorities, 
taking fully into account the information contained in the report, the full 
Equalities Impact Assessment that had now been prepared and the 
original report to council of 3 March. 
 
It was again noted that the major benefit to Chesterfield of the Sheffield 
City Region Devolution Deal was a share of £900 million over the next 30 
years that would support the delivery of the borough’s key regeneration 
projects, improve the skills of local people and help local businesses to 
become more competitive. 
 
The Leader reiterated to Members that joining the Sheffield City Region 
Combined Authority would not compromise Chesterfield Borough 
Council’s independence and existence as an independent authority, and 
that Chesterfield would continue to remain very much part of Derbyshire. 
He also reaffirmed his commitment to getting the best for Chesterfield and 
its residents as part of Derbyshire.  
 
RESOLVED –  
 

1. That the resolutions at Minute No.97, 2015/16, made at the meeting 
of Council held on 3 March, 2016, be rescinded.  
 

2. That Chesterfield Borough Council agrees to ratify as an existing 
non-constituent member of the Sheffield City Region Combined 
Authority the October 2015 Sheffield City Region Devolution deal.  
 

3. That Chesterfield Borough Council agrees to apply to be a full 
constituent member of the Sheffield City Region Combined 
Authority in line with the statutory process. 
 

4. That Chesterfield Borough Council agrees to apply to be a non-
constituent member of a North Midlands Combined Authority, if 
formed. 
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5. That the proposed actions to mitigate the risks of becoming a full 
member of the Sheffield City Region Combined Authority, as set out 
in section 6 of the Chief Executive’s 3 March, 2016 report to 
Council, be approved and implemented. 
 

6. That Chesterfield Borough Council agrees to delegate to the Chief 
Executive, in liaison with the Leader, authority to take further steps 
that are necessary as part of the processes to put in place the 
above resolutions, subject to regular reports on progress being 
made to Cabinet and, where required, to Council.  

 
105  

  
QUESTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 19  
 
There were no questions. 
 
 
 


